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Keynote Speaker Judy Etheridge (right) and Marilyn Testergge (left) addressing the TWHA Annual Membership Meeting on January 26th

TWHA Annual Meeting
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About 60 TWHA members and friends gathered at the Griz-
zly Room at the Tilden Park Golf Course for the TWHA Annual
Membership Meeting on January 26th. This was the first time
TWHA had moved our meeting from a member’s living room
out into the public; because catering, a rental fee, and RSVPs
were involved, we were not sure if we would get more people
this time or perhaps quite a few less.

Not to worry—we had our largest meeting in over 20 years,
perhaps ever, and everyone loved the venue. The catering staff
provided us with snacks, and then a good meal followed by
dessert, and Eric Schroeder brought several magnum bottles of
wine, all of which helped us get in the mood to have a good
time.

The meeting started with a welcome from outgoing TWHA
President Eric Schroeder, and then we held elections for the
2009 TWHA Board. The proposed slate was elected by accla-
mation. Alison Martin became the new President, while Kirsten
Whitsett became Vice President. Susan Palo took over Alison’s

TWHA Events
Wednesday, April 1—TWHA Board Meeting—at
Kirsten Whitsett’s in Lafayette-open to members—help us
plan our events this year. Starts 7:15—Call Kirsten if you
need directions.

Saturday, April 11—TWHA Spring Trail Work Day—
gather at 9:15 a.m. at the Tilden Corporation Yard off Lomas
Cantadas—bear left just past the Steam Trains Parking Lot.
We will be installing interlocking cement blocks on the an-
nually muddy hairpin turn Vollmer Peak trail section of the
Bay Area Ridge Trail. For more info, contact Susan Palo at
sepalo@comcast.net

Saturday, May 9—TWHA Fun Day—starts 10:30 a.m.
at the Es Anderson Equestrian Camp in Tilden Park. Com-
bines elements of Trail Trials, Competitive Trail and Endur-
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ance in a short ride, followed by lunch and horse games in the
afternoon. For more info contact David  at 510-595-89525 or at
cdwhittall@comcast.net

Friday, June 12-Sunday, June 14—TWHA Campout

in Tilden Park—Ride in Tilden and Wildcat Parks Come for
part or all of the weekend. $25/weekend or $15/night camping
fee, plus meals from Saturday morning to Sunday lunch avail-
able. Contact Morris at morrisolder@Comcast.net  or at 925-
254-8943 for more info.

Friday, July 10-Sunday, July 12—TWHA Campout at

Las Trampas—Ride at Las Trampas. Come for part or all of
the weekend—paddocks available. $25/weekend or $15/night
camping fee, plus meals from Saturday morning to Sunday
lunch available. Contact Judy at misxfire@yahoo.com  or at
925-862-0232 for more info.

Friday, August 7-Sunday, August 9-TWHA Campout

at Frank’s Valley—in Marin—Ride on Mt. Tam. Come for
part or all of the weekend—paddocks available. $25/weekend
or $15/night camping fee, plus meals from Saturday morning to
Sunday lunch available. Contact Karl at

karl.saarni@Comcast.net or at 50-685-8121 for more info.

Wednesday, September 2-Monday, September 7—

East Bay Hills Trails Benefit Ride and Hike—camp at
Bort Meadow, Sequoia Arena and Tilden Park. Ride or hike.
More info in this issue or contact Morris at
ebhillsride@Comcast.net or at 925-254-8943

October-Fall Trail Work Day—date and location to be
determined

December—TWHA Holiday Party—date to be determined
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TWHA Events Calendar

former position of Trail Work Coordinator and Caroline van
Tuyll and Lisa McLaughlin joined, and Ute Frey re-joined, the
Board as Members at Large, a category that now includes Eric
Schroeder. Otherwise the Board stayed the same, with the de-
parture only of Judy Etheridge and Elise Geske, who were
thanked for their past contributions.

Our new President Alison Martin took over and the elec-
tion was followed by announcements, the first of which con-
cerned the new TWHA Lending Library—for more info click
on Library on the TWHA web page at www.twha.org. This was
followed by announcements of the 2009 Convention of the
North American Trail Ride Conference, held in Livermore on
March 7th—more elsewhere in this issue, and the Diablo Trails
Endurance Ride on June 27th. At their first Board meeting the
following week, TWHA decided to recruit volunteers for the
finish line at this ride, a benefit for Save Mt. Diablo. California
State Horsemen’s Association State Trails Chair Diane Offutt
brought us up to date on CSHA events and news, and Marie
Grisham told us about the Trail Riders Awareness Program and
their July campout at Bort Meadow.
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Our Treasurer Kim Abbott gave a re-
port on the healthy state of our Treasury,
and Morris Older reported on the East
Bay Hills Trail Ride and Hike, which last
year raised another $19,500 for trail
projects, bringing our 7 year total to
$105,000. Membership Secretary Jenni
Smith reminded many of us to renew, and

spoke of the benefits of membership,
Morris spoke briefly about our TWHA
Newsletter, and Marilyn and Morris
talked about the East Bay Area Trails
Council.

We spoke briefly about our planned
events for this year, and at our board
meeting the next week set dates for most
of them, listed elsewhere in this newslet-

ter.
All of which was followed by our

speaker, past TWHA Board Member Judy
Etheridge, who has organized or volun-
teered at so many endurance rides, com-
petitive trail rides, horse camping tips and
other horse events in the Bay Area for a
long time. Judy spoke about the intrica-
cies of organizing horse events. Planning
is key, she told us, and finding good vol-
unteers to work with is of utmost impor-
tance. Delegate to them the responsiblity
for doing the important things so that
you, as organizer, don’t have to do it all.
The cook is a very key person—good
food, or the lack of it, can make or break
an event. Engage people and make the
best use of the human resources avail-
able for an event. Judy’s talk was infused
with great humor and anecdotes from the
many events she has worked on, includ-
ing TWHA’s East Bay Hills Ride. After
her talk, Judy answered questions from a
variety of the people present, and every-
body was quite entertained with her talk.

Following her talk, Alison thanked us
all for attending and we gave a big round
of applause for the past TWHA Presi-
dents in attendance—Jane Binder, Jock
Anderson, Eric Schroeder, Kirsten
Whitsett and Debbie Young—before
leaving in great spirits.
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TWHA Annual Meeting

Top left: Elise Geske, Judy Etheridge and Jane

Binder share a light moment at the TWHA

Annual Meeting.  Left: Corrinne, Zoe and

David Whittal after the meeting. Below: Marie

Grisham tells the assembled about CHSA's

T.R.A.P. program. TWHA Membership

Meeting photos by Madeleine Kirsch
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